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voted entirely to its service ; of a periodical as its organ, not less frequent than 
once in three months ; and of a public office as the centre of its operations. 
His simple aim is to put the cause upon a reliable and permanent basis. He 
makes the pledge on the condition that the whole sum shall be raised, but 
allows ample time for the purpose, and even accept.3, in ftdfilment of its condi- 
tion, legacies properly secured, so that all who may be desirous of contribut- 
ing any sum to such a fund, either in their life-time or at their decease, can 
have an opportunity of doing so, each in his own way. 

This proposal we would earnestly commend to the special and immediate 
attention of our friends. They can hardly fail to see its importance. And 
how easy by-a joint effort to furnish the requisite amount in a single month ! 
How many of our opulent friends might, if they only shared our views of its 
importance, give at once, or by codicil to their will, the whole sum ! May 
God incline some among them to so noble a purpose. Can they make a 
better use of a portion of their wealth ; one more acceptable to the God of 
Peace, more widely useful to men, or more satisfactory to themselves in a 
dying hour and at the judgment day ? What a blessed opportunity of use- 
fulness! May God raise up some Howard of Peace to gives his scores and 
even hundreds of thousands for an object of such transcendant importance 
and glory as the world's perpetual pacification, the universal reign of peace 
on earth ! 

We of course cannot foresee what response this appeal may call forth 
from our friends; but, if any of them think favorably of it, we should deem 
it a special favor if they will in confidence inform us at their conven- 
ience. We ask it, not from any idle curiosity, but for important reasons that 
must be obvious to every reader. 



ANNUAL PRESENTATION OF PEACE. 

We have long been wont to request of our friends, some time in the month 
of December, a special remembrance of our cause in the way of Preaching, 
Prayer and Contribution. The time has again come to remind them anew of 
its claims to their support in each of these ways ; and we trust that some 
among the habitual readers of our periodical, will not fail to give a cheerful, 
prompt and effective response to the appeal we now make in its behalf. 

Our request is certainly very reasonable. What do we ask ? Merely that 
followers of the Prince of Peace, professed believers in universal and perma- 
nent peace as a promised result of his gospel, shall once a year unite in special 
prayer to the God of Peace for his smiles upon the efforts in progress to 
secure in due time this glorious consummation, and in urging them to use, 
far more extensively than they have ever yet done, the means he has ap- 
pointed as altogether indispensable for this purpose. If anything whatever 
is to be done in this cause, is it possible to ask less ? If they refuse a request 
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so slight, what can we hope from them ? If ministers of Christ will not 
preach for such an object, and Christians will neither contribute nor pray for 
it, what will they do, now or ever? 

We beg of them the exercise of their common sense in this matter. 
The first requisite in the cause of Peace, as in every other, is to make its real 
claims known. We can expect no man to take an interest in what he does 
not understand ; but there is comparatively little done to familiarize those of 
peace to the community at large. Of kindred enterprises we hear at almost 
every turn. The pulpit, the religious press, and the monthly concert, all 
are at work to keep them constantly before the public, and thus compel a 
very general attention to their claims. We must, whether we will or not, 
become more or less familiar with their wants and their arguments. How 
different with the cause of Peace ? How very little is done to make its 
merits known ! How profoundly ignorant are the mass of even Christians, 
though pretty well informed on most subjects, respecting its real merits, of 
what it has actually done, or of what it proposes to do ! We may well marvel 
at this ignorance of theirs ; but the fact is as undeniable as it is lamentable ; 
and how can we hope for any general or adequate zeal in this cause until good 
men, if not the community at large, shall become far better acquainted with 
its true claims ? 

An important object of this annual appeal in behalf of our cause is to enlist 
especially the pulpit in spreading its facts and arguments among the peo- 
ple. This must be done, or little, if any progress can be made in our 
work. It is clear that we cannot do it, but must rely for the purpose chiefly 
upon the ministers of Christ as his leaders in every such enterprize. We 
cannot say precisely hew they shall do this ; but we insist that, if it is to be 
done at all, they must for the most part do it, or at least see that it is done 
in some way. 

Let this be done ; and we shall feel perfectly sure of the result. The cause 
needs, undei God, only to be rightly understood. There is not, in the whole 
range of Christian enterprises, a single one clearer or stronger in its real merits, 
in its object or its principles, in its facts or its arguments; and, if these could 
only be brought and kept in fair, full, incessant contact with the general mind, 
they could not fail to enlist in its behalf all the zeal and liberality requisite 
for its steady, permanent success. Do you doubt this ? Then try and see. 
Have you never tried? No wonder then at your lack of failh and zeal. 
We do not recollect ever to have found a Christian, when once thoroughly 
acquainted with this cause, and fully imbued with its spirit, that did not appre- 
ciate its importance, and respond to its claims as one of the great enterprizes 
needed in bringing the world back to God. 

THE PREACHING. 

We think every minister ought, if possible, to make a set effort, the best in 
his power, and under the most favorable circumstances for effect. He should 
not content himself with mere allusions or inferences, but should put forth hi» 
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■whole strength in an entire discourse devoted to the subject. Nothing less 
than this will satisfy any preacher whose heart is really in it ; and least of all 
will he exclude it from the pulpit on the Sabbath, as if the song of the angels 
at our Saviour's birth, the very key-note of the w hole Christian dispense tion, 
■were not fitted for the highest sanctities of God's house. He should, also, 
time his discourse so as to make it prepare the way for the concert of prayer, 
and for success in securing funds in one way or another for the cause. It will, 
in nearly every case, depend on him, more than all others put together, how 
far this annual appeal shall be effective. 

Themes op Discourse. — These will readily suggest themselves for the 
most part to every preacher ; but it may still be well to submit a few hints 
like the following : — 

1. The Providential Lessons in faror of Peace lo be learned jrom the 
recent War; — how such wars arise — how they might have been arrested 
without loss or serious danger to the essential object in view, so far as right 
and desirable — their folly, guilt and manifold evils, &c. 

2. The Inefficacy of War; — its signai and inevitable failure as a process 
of Justice between nations, as an expedient for delivering mankind from des- 
potism, or as an engine for compassing the en s of a guilty and d»sperate 
ambition, points all illustrated in the lute contest — he very perfection at 
present, in the art of war, making it, mainly a contest of obstinacy, strength 
and skill between the combattants. 

3. The Agency of Popular Opinion in deciding the question of Peace or 
War; — seen very strikingly in the recent case; — how the wronj habits of 
thought and feeling among the people, especially in England, actually forced 
rulers into the war; — how public opinion, far more than any chmge in the 
progress of the war itself, led at length to its termination, and might at the 
outset have just as well prevented it altogether; — how this growing power 
of opinion is thus coming to put the question of peace or war in the hands 
of the people, and make their practical Christianity decide the result. 

4. How far the actual ChrUliwly of Christendom is responsible for its 
current Wars. — The lute war is a pretty fair exhibition of their Christianity on 
this subject — the views and pleas urged in its jutitication by all the parties 
alike. 

5. Y 7 hy the Gospel has hitherto failed to prevent or abolish War — not 
from any insufficiency of its real power for such a result, but solely from lack 
of a right application to the evil — why and how — what must be done for 
this purpose. 

6. The Supports of War; or the general agencies and influences that 
still uphold the custom of war in Christendom — war literature, war educa- 
tion, war establishments; the special favor shown to the military profession, 
the rewards of office and emolument bestowed upon successful warriors in 
their lifetime, and eulogies lavished upon them after their death; the wrong 
habits of thought and feeling on the subject prevalent among the mass even 
of real Christians. 

7. The Educational Process, requisite for the full Triumph of Peace. 

8. Tendencies of the Age to Peace, or Influences now at work for Peace ; 
— commerce, travel, literature, science, arts, popular education, all enter- 
prises of benevolence and reform. 
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9. Peace indispensable to the World's steady and permanent Progress; — 
in arts and sciences, in general education, in agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce, in social and govermental reforms, in refinements and comforts, &c. 

10. Peace co-extensive with Christianity, a Prerequisite to the Millennium. 

11. Peace a popular theme for the pnl/iit at all times; — why and how. 

12. The Gospel the only reliance for Peace; — how reliable for it — what 
needed for this purpose among Christians. 

13. The continued liability of Christendom to War ; — why ; — in what 
way ; — to what extent ; — how to be prevented ; — necessity of incessant and 
increased efforts in this cause. 

14. With the life and money spent in the late War, how much might have 
been done to bless and christianize the world. 

15. The evils of this War compared with those of Paganism. 

CONCERT OF PKAYER. 

An effort should be made to enlist a general interest in this concert. A 
favorable time should be appointed, and measures taken to secure a full at- 
tendance. It may in some jjlaces be a joint service of various denominations. 
We see not why Christians should not all accustom themselves to pray as 
earnestly for the world's pacification as they do for its conversion. The 
Bible promises both results as equally certain ; both depend alike on the 
gospel for their accomplishment ; and each looks for success solely to God'a 
blessing, in answer to prayer, upon the right use by Christians of the means 
he has specially appointed for the purpose. Why should they not all gird 
themselves for each work alike V Alas! luw liHle do they, as a body, think 
of their duty and privilege on this subject. They deeply need the icflex in- 
fluence of such a concert on themselves ; and never till they pray more for 
the fulfilment of God's promises on this subject, can we hope for the requi- 
site degree of zeal on its behalf. 

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION. 

We would leave our friends in every place to determine for themselves in 
what way to raise funds for our cause ; but we earnestly hope they will no$ 
fail to make the best effort in their power. They may have a public contribu- 
tion at the close of the sermon, or may make personal application to indi- 
viduals for aid ; and in either case we would, as we should prefer, send the 
Advocate of Peace for a year to every contributor of one dollar or more. 
In every case should alms accompany prayer. 

Need we remind our friends that funds are just as necessary in this cause as 
in any other ? In truth, we ought to hive a tenfold increase of funds for 
the proper prosecution of our work. We must maintain, of course, a central 
office, support a periodical, and scatter far and wide over the land our tracts 
and volumes by scores of thousands. We must keep the subject before 
legislatures, ecclesiastical bodies, and seminaries of learning, to enlist their 
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powerful and indispensable aid. We ought, also, to employ lecturers, more or 
less, in all our State?, and keep the subject constantly before the mass of the 
people. "We have an excellent set of instruments to work with — five prin- 
cipal volumes, and more than seventy tracts, all stereotyped, and ready to be 
kept at work through the community, and thereby enlist in time all our 
preachers, instructors and periodicals of every kind, in habitual and effective 
advocacy of our cause. 

In making this appeal to the Christian community, we deem ourselves 
acting, equally with the Bible Society, or the Missionary Enterprise, for an 
object common to them all. It is in truth no more our cause than it is theirs. 
We are merely their servants or co-workers, engaged in a common enterprise, 
and feeling only a kindred interest in its success. So has it been regarded 
from the first. Ecclesiastical bodies, representing the principal denominations 
in our country, have repeatedly passed resolutions in its favor, " commending 
it to the Christian community as eminently entitled to their cordial co-opera- 
tion and support." Let us here quote from a document signed by leading men 
in no less than nine denominations: — "The cause of Peace we regard as an 
eminently philanthropic and Christian enterprise of great importance, and 
every way worthy of sympathy and support. It has already accomplished 
much good with a very small outlay of money. It would doubtless accom- 
plish vastly more, if it possessed adequate means ; and we think it deserves, 
as it certainly needs, a large increase of funds. The American Peace Society, 
charged with the care of this cause in our country, and whose management 
has deservedly secured very general approbation, we cordially commend to 
the liberal patronage of the benevolent in all religious denominations ; more 
especially to men of wealth, on whom this enterprise, more than almost any 
other, must chiefly depend for support." 

Il^ We would remind our friends, particularly our members and regular 
contributors, that we shall this year need their aid more than usual. Our 
Secretary, though partially recovered in his health, with fair prospects of 
entire restoration in time, is not able as yet to plead our cause in public, or 
to perform more than a part of his former services in raising funds; and 
hence we must look mainly to the spontaneous liberality of our supporters for 
the means of sustaining our operations. We wish very much to increase 
these, as they certainly ought to be at a time so favorable for prosecuting 
them with success ; but we can do no more than they enable us to do, and 
thus must make their liberality a providential index of what we shall attempt. 
We trust none will fall below their usual amount of contributions, while we 
hope God will greatly enlarge the circle of our contributors. It is little for 
each individual ; but the aggregate forms our whole dependence. The month 
of December is the time when the annual payment fiom our contributors is 
usually expected ; and no mode of transmitting it will be found on the whole 
safer or better than the mail. 



